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Sect.  I.  .  . 

Of  the  early  Mohammedan  Conquerors  of  India. 


Previous  to  entering  on  the  History  of  Bengal,  it  becomes 
requisite  to  revert  to  the  first  invasion  of  the  north-west 
provinces  of  India  by  the  Mohammedans,  and  to  proceed 
gradually  with  a  narrative  of  their  conquests,  until  the  period 
from  which  this  History  will  properly  commence:  but,  as  this 
subject  has  been  before  amply  detailed  in  the  Translation  of 
Ferishtah’s  History  of  Hindoostan  by  Colonel  Dow,  it  is 
intended  merely  to  give  a  summary  of  those  events;  referring 
the  reader  for  more  particular  information  on  that  subject  to 
the  above-mentioned  valuable  work*. 
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After  the  death  of  the  celebrated  Haroun  al  Rashid, 
A.H.  170,  the  temporal  power  of  the  Khalifs  began  gradually  to 
decline :  most  of  the  governments  of  provinces,  by  the  diSUord 
or  weakness  of  the  Imperial  family,  became  hereditary,  and 
their  possessors  assumed  independence:  they,  however,  re¬ 
tained  a  nominal  respect  for  the  successors  of  Mohammed ; 
and,  constrained  by  public  opinion,  inserted  the  Khalif’s 
name  in  all  their  official  writings,  and  acknowledged  him  as 
their  lord-paramount,  temporal  and  spiritual. 

The  most  powerful  of  those  princes  that  became  inde¬ 
pendent  under  the  Khalifat,  was  Ishmael  Samany,  governor  of 
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who  inhabited  the  mountains,  having  promised  allegiance, 
numbers  of  them  were  enrolled  in  the  service.  After  having 
settled  the  country  to  his  satisfaction,  Subuctageen  returned 

During  the  remainder  of  his  reign,  Subuctageen  was  so 
much  engaged  by  his  wars  in  Tartary,  that  he  did  not  again 
interfere  with  Hindoostan.  He  died  in  the  year  387,  and  was 
buried  at  Ghizne. 


«  SULTAN  MAHMOOD  GHAZY 

Invades  Hindoostan — Engages  and  defeats  Raja  Jypaal — Takes  Ba- 
thendeh — Invades  Moultan — Conquers  the  Raja  of  Bhattea ,  and 
Daoud  Khan,  an  Afghan  Chief— Invades  Nagorkote—  Opposed  in  his 
progress  by  Raja  Annundpaal — ■ Takes  the  fort  of  Bhimnagur — 
Returns  to  Ghizne— Obtains  the  title  of  Sultan  -  Marches  to  Thannasar 
—Takes  that  fortress,  and -destroys  the  celebrated  image— Takes  the 
fortress  of  Nadoune — Invades  Cashmire — Repulsed — Again  invades 
Hindoostan — Subdues  the  Raja  of  Cannouge — Takes  the  cities  of 
Me, -at,  Mabin,  and  Muttra— Returns  to  Ghizne —Invades  Hin¬ 
doostan  a  sixth  time— Advances  to  the  bank  of  the  river  Jumna— 
Defeats  the  Hindoo  forces— Returns  to  his  own  dominions— Invades 
Cashmire — Again  repulsed — Attacks  and  subdues  the  Punjab — 
— Advances  into  Bundelcund.  and  lays  siege  to  Lallmger—  Returns 
.home — Invades  Guzerat,  and  takes  the  celebrated  Temple  of  Diu — 

against  the  Jats — Returns  to  Ghizne— Dies. 

Sultan  Mahmood,  the  eldest  son  of  Subuctageen, having  made 
a  vow,  that,  if  he  ever  succeeded  to  the  throne,  he  would  wage 
continual  war  against  the  idolaters  of  India,  towards  the  end  of 
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Sultan  to  relinquish  hisundertaking,  offering  to  pay  him  annually 
the  amount  of  the  revenues  of  Ttiannasar,  and  to  send  him  imme¬ 
diately  fifty  elephants,  and  various  other  presents.  His  entreaties 
had  no  effect  on  the  bigoted  follower  of  Mohammed,  who  pro¬ 
ceeded  with  such  expedition,  that  he  arrived  at  Thannasar  before 
the  Raja  of  Dehly  could  receive  the  assistance  which  he  had 
solicited  from  the  neighbouring  princes.  *A11  the  inferior 
images  were,  by  the  Sultan’s  orders,  broken  to  pieces  ;  but  the 
venerated  Jug  Soom,  after  having  the  head  destroyed,  was  sent 
to  Ghizne,  to  form  one  of  the  steps  Of  the  public  mosque, 
that  the  pioqs  Mohammedans  might  have  the  pleasure  of 
trampling  on  this  object  of  idolatrous  superstition.  Religious 
zeal  was  not  the  only '  passion  which  the  Mohammedans 
gratified  by  this  expedition;  their  avarice  was  also  satiated  by 
the  rich  plunder  of  the  temples. 

After  this  transaction,  the  Sultan  wished  to  advance  to  the 
conquest  of  Dehly ;  but  his  nobles  having  represented  the 
danger  of  proceeding  further,  until  he  had  completely  subdued 
the  countries  of  the  Punjab  and  Moultan,  he  relinquished  his 
intention,  and  returned  to  his  own  dominions,  carrying  with 
him  40,000  Hindoos,  of  both  sexes,  as  slaves. 

In  the  year  404,  Sultan  Mahmood  again  invaded  the 
dominions  of  Pitteraou  Jypaal,  the  son  of  Annundpaal,  and 
took  the  fort  of  Nadoune  (probably  Nadone  of  our  maps). 
The  young  prince,  finding  himself  unable  to  contend  with  the 
invaders,  fled  to  Cashmire,  whither  he  was  pursued  by  the 
Sultan;  wlio,‘  after  .having  plundered  that  province,  and 
forcibly  converted  a  number  of  the  inhabitants  to  his  own 
religion,  returned  to  Ghizne. 

The  year  406  was  rendered  remarkable  by-  the  Sultan’s 
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sect.  i.  returned  to  his  own  dominions,  loaded  with  spoil,  andenettm-- 
bered  with  captives. 

!.d.  1021-23.  In  the  year  -112,  intelligence  was  brought  to  Ghizne,  that 
the  princes  of  India,  disgusted  with  the  Raja  of  Cannouge, 
for  his  unmanly  submission  to  the  Sultan,  had  invadgd  his 
territory,  and  put  him  to  death.  Mahmood,  in  consequence 
of  this  intelligence,  collected  a  more  powerful  army  than  he 
had  ever  before  mustered,  and  marched  towards  Hindoostan. 
On  this  occasion  he  took  his  route  through  the  Punjab,  by 
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further  progress  of  the  Mohammedan  arms,  and  induced  the 
Sultan,  upon  receiving  a  large  sum  of  money  and  three 
hundred  elephants,  to  return  home. 

In  the  year  415,  the  Sultan  led  his  army,  over  sterile  deserts, 
into  the  province  of  Guzerat;  the  capital"  of  which  he  took 
without  opposition.  He  then  proceeded  to  the  Island  of  I)iu, 
in  which  was  situated  the  Temple  of  Som  Naat,  a  celebrated 
idol,  which  had  been  the  object  of  Hindoo  worship  from  time 
immemorial. 

The  capture  of  this  temple  cost  the  Sultan  the  lives  of 
many  of  his  troops ;  but  the  immense  wealth  which  he  found 
therein  amply  repaid  all  his  toils,  and  was  equal  in  value  to 
the  whole  of  the  plunder  of  his  former  expeditions. 

The  Sultan  directed  the  venerated  image  of  Som  Naat,  which 
was  five  yards  in  height,  and.  contained  incalculable  wealth, 
to  be  broken  to  pieces,  and  its  fragments  to  be  sent  to  Mecca, 
Medina,  Ghizne,  and  other  Mohammedan  cities,  as  a  testimony 
of  his  zeal  and  power. 

The  troops  having  suffered  much  distress,  during  this 
journey,  in  their  passage  across  the  desert,  the.  Sultan  deter¬ 
mined  to  return  home  by  the  way  of  Moultan ;  but  even  in  this 
route  his  army  experienced  excessive  hardships,  both  from 
the  opposition  of  the  inhabitants  and  scarcity  of  water  and 
provisions,  and  with  much  difficulty  returned  to  Ghizne,  after 
an  absence  of  nearly  two  years. 

In  the  year  417,  Mahmood  resolved  to  wreak  his  vengeance 
on  the  Jats,  a  tribe  of  Hindoos  w;ho  inhabited  the  banks  of 
the  lower  part  of  the  river  Sinde.  He  therefore,  early  in  the 
year,  proceeded  to  Moultan,  where  he  collected  I5oo  large 
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to  be  made  for  the  captive  merchants ;  and  having  liberated 
them,  bestowed  on  them  the  royal  portion  of  the  plunder. 
This  act  rendered  him  beloved  by  the  Mohammedans,  and 
dreaded  by  the'Hindoos. 

In  the  year  427,  the  Sultan  entered  the  mountainous  region 
of  Sewalic,  and  invested  the  supposed  impregnable  fortress  of 
Hansi,  which  he  took  by  storm  on  the  sixth  day.  In  this  place 
he  found  immense  treasures,  which  he  despatched  to  Ghizne. 
He  then  proceeded  in  person  to  Sunput,  a  celebrated  place  of 
Hindoo  worship,  situated  only  forty  miles  from  Dehly :  here, 
although  he  met  with  no  opposition,  he  nevertheless  consigned 
the  idols  and  their  temples  to  destruction.  After  thus  evincing 
his  intolerant  zeal,  he  returned  to  Lahore ;  and  having  esta¬ 
blished  his  son  Mujdood  as  governor  of  that  province,  he 
proceeded  to  Ghizne. 

This  was  the  last  incursion  of  Sultan  Musaood  into  Hin- 
doostan ;  and  in  the  year  433,  he  was  deposed,  and  afterwards 
murdered,  by  his  own  subjects. 


SULTAN  MODOOD 

Proclaimed.  King,  at  Balkh — Repairs  to  Ghizne — The  Empire  declines — 
The  Raja  of  Dehly  enters  into  a  confederacy  with  the  other  Hindoo 
Princes — Takes  the  fort  of  Nagorkote — The  Mohammedans  nearly 
driven  from  Hindooitan — The  Sultan  dies — His  Successors. 

Sultan  Modood,  at  the  time  of  his  father's  decease,  was  at 
Balkh,  where  he  was  immediately  proclaimed  king.  Ife  soon 
afterwards  proceeded  to  Ghizne ;  but  for  several  years  he  was 
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so  much  occupied  by  an  invasion  of  the  Siljokian  Tartars,  and  sect,  i 
by  civil  wars,  that  he  had  no  leisure  to  pursue  the  conquests  of 
his  predecessors  in  India. 

In  the  year  435,  the  Raja  of  Dehly,  perceiving  the  declining  ThcMoi.am 
state  of  the  Ghiznian  .  empire,  resolved,  to  make  an  effort  to  da™,  out  o 
deliver  his  country  from  the  hands .  of  the  oppressors.  He  a.d Ton"1 
therefore  entered  into  an  alliance  with  all  the  Hindoo  princes 
of  the  Punjab,  to  attack  the  common  enemy ;  and,  that  no 
means  might  be  omitted  to  rouse  their  zeal  and  animate  their 
spirits,  he  declared  that  he  had  seen  in  ..a  vision  the  Deity 
whose  idol  had  formerly  been  worshipped  in  the  temple  of 
Nagorkote  ;  and  who  had  informed  him,  that,  having  revenged 
himself  on  the  Ghiznians,  by  the  introduction  of  civil  broils 
and  discord  amongst  them,  if  he  would  advance  with  his  army 
to  Nagorkote,  he  should  there  find  him  returned  to  his  temple, 
arid  prepared  to  assist  his  worshippers  by  his  divine  aid. 

This  story,  having  been  propagated  by  some  Brahmens  who 
were  probably  in  the  secret,  was  eagerly  credited  by  a  multi-  . 
tude  of  zealots  :  these  having  joined  the  army  of  the  Raja,  he 
proceeded  at  their  head  towards  Nagorkote,  having,  during 
his  route,  recovered  from  the  hands  of  the  Mohammedans  the 
cities  of  Thannasar,  Hansi,  and  several  other  places.  The  fort 
of  Nagorkote,  being  situated  on  the  top  of  a  mountain,  and 
defended  by  a  determined  Mohammedan  garrison,  was  not  to 
be  ’  taken  by  assault :  the  Raja  therefore  closely  invested  it 
with  his  troops,  and  patiently  waited  the  slow  but  certain 
effects  of  famine.  At  the  end  of  four  ’months,  the  garrison, 
finding  no  hopes  of  relief,  capitulated.  Previous  to  the  sur- 
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i'ormerlv  occupied  the  temple;  ond  having,  during  the  night, 
conveyed  it  secretly  into  the  place,  it  was  displayed,  soon  after 
their  admission  into  the  fort,  to  the  astonished  multitude,  as 
the  identical  image  which  had  been  broken  to  pieces  by  the 
Mohammedans.  This  story  revived  the  fame  of  the  idol 
throughout  Hindoostan,  and  thousands  of  its  votaries  flocked 
to  the  victorious  standard  of  the  Raja,  The  princes  of  the 
Punjab,  encouraged  by  these  events,  attacked  the  Mohamme¬ 
dans  with  bravery ;  and  in  a  short  time  recovered  possession 
of  all  the  places  to  the  east  of  the  Indus,  excepting  the  city 
of  Lahore. 

Modood  died  in  the  year  441.  His  successors  were,  Musaoud 
the  Second,  Aly,  Rashid,  and  Ferrokhzad,  whose  short  reigns 
afford  nothing  interesting  with  regard  to  India. 


Sultan  Ibrahim  succeeded  his  brother  Ferrokhzad,  in  the  year 
450.  He  was  a  prince  remarkable  for  bis  strict  morality,  and 
observance  of  religious  duties.  For  twenty-two  years  his  atten¬ 
tion  was  much  occupied  by  apprehensions  from  his  western 
.  neighbours ;  but  in  the  year  472  he  sent  a  powerful  army  to 
invade  Hindoostan.  He  took  and  plundered  the  ancient  city  of 
Adjodin,  situated  on  the  skirts  of  the  Great  Desert:  he  also  cap¬ 
tured  the  celebrated  fort  of  Rupal,  and  carried  away  100,000  of 
the  inhabitants  of  that  vicinity'  into  slavery. 

In  its  consequences,  the  most  important  event  of  this 
reign  was  the  appointment  of  a  person  named  Sham  Soury 
to  the  government  of  Ghor,  as  will  hereafter  be  explained. 
Ibrahim  enjoyed  a  long  and  prosperous  reign,  and  quitted 
this  mortal  life  in  the  y'ear  492. 
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Sinjir,  in  consequence,  marched  from  Bost,  thie’Japftal  of 
.  Khorassan,  'with  a  powerful  army,  and  advanced  without 
opposition  to  the  vicinity  of  Ghizne ;  where  he  beheld  the 
army  of  Arsilla,  consisting  of  30,000  horse,  an  innumerable  body 
of  infantry,  and  160  war  elephants,  drawn  out  in  order  of 
battle,  to  receive  him .  The  contest  lasted  great  part  of  the  day : 
at  length,  by  the  uncommon  bravery  of  Abul  Fazil,  governor 
of  Seistan,  the  troops  of  Ghizne  were  put  to  flight;  and  Arsilla, 
unable  to  renew  the  engagement,  fled  towards  Hindoostan. 

Sinjir  entered  Ghizne  in  triumph,  where  he  remained  forty 
days;  and  having  placed  Bahram  on  the  throne  of  Ghizne,  re¬ 
in  the  year  5a  1,  Arsilla  made  an  attempt  to  recover  his 
dominions,  but  was  defeated,  taken  prisoner,  and  put  to  death. 

BAHRAM  SHAH. 

Bahram  Shah  was  possessed  of  great  courage  and  dignity : 
he  was  also  a  great  encourager  of  learning,  and  spent  much 
of  his  time  with  the  Literati,  each  of  whom  he  rewarded 
according  to  merit.  During  his  reign,  a  great  number  of 
books  were  written  and  dedicated  to  him,  the  most  celebrated 
of  which  is  the  Mukhzen  al  Asrar  (Treasury  of  Secrets),  by  the 
famous  Shaikh  Nizamy. 

In  the  year  512  the  Sultan  marched  to  Lahore,  which  had 
been  seized  by  Mohammed  Bahlim,  the  general  of  the  late 
monarch.  An  engagement  took  place  in  the  vicinity  of  that 
city,  in  which  Bahlim  was  defeated  and  made  prisoner;  but 
being  a  person  of  great  plausibility,  he  not  only.persuaded  the 
Sultan  to  release  him,  but  to  take  him  into  his  service,  and  to 
re-appoint  him  to  the  government  of  Lahore.  In  return  for 
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The  GHORIAN  DYNASTY.  . 

SULTAN  MOHAMMED  -GHORy. 

Origin  of  the  Kings  of  Ghor — Shorn  appointed  Governor  of  Ghor — suc¬ 
ceeded  by  his  sons,  Mohammed  Husstm,  SiefAddeen  Soury,  and  Alla 
Addeen—The  succession  devolves  upon  Ghyas  Addeen,  who  appoints 
his  brother  Mohammed  governor  of  -  Ghizne,  and  Generalissimo  of  his 
forces— Mohammed  invades  and  subdues  Moultan— Invades  Paishawur 
— Advances  to  Lahore,  and  besieges  Sultan  Khusero  in  that  City- 
Returns  to  Ghizne — Again  invades  Hmdoostan — Defeated  by  the 
Hindoo  Rajas  of  Ajmire  and  Dehly — Compelled  to  return  to  Ghizne — 
Being  reinforced,  returns,  and  gains  a  complete  victory  over  the  Hin¬ 
doos — Proceeds  towards  Dehly : — Appoints  Cuttub  Addeen  governor  of 
the  conquered  province,  and  returns  to  Ghizne— Again  invades  Hin- 
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also  died  in  the  course  of  the  year,  and  was  succeeded  by  his 
cousin,  Ghyas  Addeen. 

Ghyas  Addeen,  being  of  an  un  warlike  disposition,  appointed 
his  brother,  Mohammed  Ghory,  to  be  his  General  ;  and  in  the 
year  567  promoted  him  to  the  government  of  Ghizne,  which, 
by  a  reverse  of  fortune,  was  now  become  a  dependency  upon 
that  state  to  which  it  formerly  sent  governors. 

In  the  year  572,  Mohammed,  in' obedience  to  bis  brother’s 
commands,  led  an  army  into  Moultan,  and  in  a  very  short 
time  subdued  that  province.  Encouraged  by  this  event,  he, 
in  the  year  574,  advanced  through  the  Sandy  Desert  into 
Guzerat;  but  Raja  Bim  Deo,  having  collected  a  numerous 
army  of  Hindoos,  compelled  the  Mohammedans,  after  suffering- 
many  hardships,  to  retire  to  their  own  territories. 

The  following  ■  year,  575,  Mohammed, .  having  recruited 
his  army,  invaded  the  district  of  Paishawur,  bordering  on 
Cashmire;  and  in  a  short  time  brought  it  under  subjection. 

In  576,  he  advanced  towards  Lahore,  where  he  invested 
Sultan  Khusero,  the  last  of  the  Ghiznean  dynasty,  whom  he 
compelled  to  submit  to  such  terms  as  were  unworthy  the 
conqueror  and  disgraceful  to  the  conquered. 

In  the  year  580,  Mohammed  again  invaded  Lahore,  and 
was  again  compelled  to  retreat;  but,  in  order  to  secure  the 
final  conquest  of  that  country,  he  built  the  strong  fortress  of 
Sal  Kote,  between  the  Ravy  and  Chunaub,  two  of  the  rivers 
which  inclose  part  of  the  province  called  the  Punjab. 

In  the  year  582,  Mohammed  once  more  invested  the  un¬ 
fortunate  Khusero  in  Lahore;  and,  by  a  mean  stratagem, 
having  made  him  his  prisoner,  put  an  end  to  the  Ghiznean 
empire,  as  has  before  been  related  in  the  history  of  that  dynasty. 
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diately  vaulted  behirtd  him,  and  bore  him  off  from  the  field  of 
battle.  The  Mussulmans  seeing  their  general  in  this  situation, 
immediately  took  to  flight,  and  were  pursued  by  their  enemies 
for  forty  miles. 

Upon  the  retreat  of  Mohammed,  the  allied  Rajas  continued 
their  march  to  Tiberhind,  which  they  besieged  for  sixteen 
months,  and  were  at  length  obliged  to  grant  a  most  honourable 
capitulation  to  the  garrison. 

After  this  unexpected  defeat,  Mohammed-  retired  to 
Ghizne,  whence  he  proceeded  to  Ghor,  the  capital  of  his 
brother ;  from  whom  he  received  such  an  '  addition  to  his 
forces,  as  rendered  his  army  one  of  the  most  formidable  ' 
that  had  ever  entered  Hindoostan. 

His  force  is  said  to  have  consisted  of  120;000  horse  in 
complete  armour,  and  a  vast  number  of  irregular  cavalry. 
With  these  he  marched,  in  martial  array,  first  to  Gliizne,  and 
thence  towards  India.  Upon  his  arrival  at  Lahore,  he  de¬ 
spatched  a  nobleman,  named  Humza,  with  an  ostentatious 
declaration  of  war  against  the  Hindoo  princes.  These,  having 
been  prepared  for  the  event,  advanced  with  an  army  consisting 
of  300,000  horse,  3000  elephants,  and  an  immense  host  of 
infantry.  The  two  armies  encamped  in  sight  of  each  other, 
on  the  former  field  of  battle,  being  only  separatedbythe  river 
Sursutty. 

As  it  is  a  political  maxim  of  the  Hindoos  never  to  use 
force  when  any  business  can  be  accomplished  by  stratagem 
or  deceit,  they  endeavoured  to  enter  into  an  accommodation 
with  Mohammed;  who,  meeting  them  in  their  own  wav, 
declared  his  readiness  to  enter  into  a  truce  with  them. 

This  answer  produced  the  intended  effect,  and  lulled  the 
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.  sect. ii.  Hindoos  into  security.  But,  during  the  night,  Mohammed 
forded  the  river,  and  attacked  his  enemies  before  thejt  A^ere 
aware  of  their  danger. 

Notwithstanding  the  confusion  which  naturally  occurred 
on  this  occasion  amongst  the  Hindoos,  their  camp  was  of 
such  an  extent,  that  the  greater  part  of  their  army  had 
time  to  form  in  order  of  battle,  and  advanced  with  'consi¬ 
derable  regularity,  in  four  lines. 

Seeing  this  formidable  array,  Mohammed  pretended  to 
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been  thus  succinctly  narrated  by  nearly  a  contemporary  liis- 

On  the  death  of  Luchin  un  the  father  of  Luehmunyah,  this 
prince  was  still  unborn;  but  as  his  mother,  who  was  of 
the  royefl  family  of  the  Sovereigns  of  India,  was  far  ad¬ 
vanced  in  her  pregnancy,  the  nobles  seated  her  oil  the  throne, 
and  made  their  obeisance.  When  the  princess  felt  the 
pains  of  labour  approaching,  she  assembled  the  astrologers 
and  Brahmans,  and  consulted  them  on  the  probable  destiny  of 
her  child. 

'  The  astrologers,  having’  attentively  considered  the  posi¬ 
tion  of  the  heavens,  declared,  that  if  the  child  should  be  horn 
before  a  particular  hour,  his  destiny  would  be  replete  with 
misery;  but  if  after  the  time  specified,  he  should  enjoy  a  very 
long  reign. 

The  intrepid  lady  immediately  gave  positive  orders  to  her 
attendants,  that,  without  paying  any  attention  to  her  feelings, 
or  regard  to  her  safety,  they'  should  use  every  endeavour  to 
postpone  her  delivery.  The  measures  they  adopted  were  rude 
and  cruel;  and  although  their  efforts  were  attended  with  suc¬ 
cess,  it  was  at  the  expence  of  the  life  of  the  mother  t. 
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As  soon  as  the  child  was  born,  he  was  laid  on  the  throne, 
and  the  commencement  of  his  reign  dated  from  that  instant. 
This  prince  nominally  ruled  Bengal  for  eighty  years,  and  was 
distinguished  for  his  clemency,  generosity,  and  justice. 

In  the  599th  year  of  the  llejira,  the  Mohainmeditfs  having 
conquered  the  province  of  Behar,  and  extended  their  ravages 
to  the  borders  of  Bengal,  the  Brahmans  and  astrologers^ waited 
on  the  Raja,  and  represented  that  their  ancient  books  con¬ 
tained  a  prophecy  that  the  kingdom  of  Bengal  should  be  sub¬ 
dued  by  the  Toorks  ;  that  they  were  convinced  the  appointed 
time  was  now  arrived ;  and  advised  him  to  remove  his  wealth, 
family,  and  seat  of  government  (then  at  ISuddeah),  to  a  more 
secure  and  distant  part  of  the  country,  where  they  might  be 
safe  from  any  sudden  incursion,  of  their  enemies. 

The  Raja,  on  hearing  this  representation,  asked  the  Brah¬ 
mans  if  their  books  gave  any  description  of  the  person  who 
was  to  be  the  conqueror  of  his  dominions.  They  replied  in 
the  affirmative,  and  that  the  description  exactly  corresponded 
with  the  person  of  the  Mohammedan  General,  then  in  Behar. 

The  Raja,  being  far  advanced  in  years,  and  partial  to 
his  capital,  would  not  listen  to  their  advice,  and  took  no 
measures  to  avoid  the  danger.  H(h  the  nobles  and  principal 
inhabitants  sent  away  their  property  and  families,  either  to  the 
province  of  Jagernaut,  situated  on  the  sea  side,  or  to  the  coun¬ 
tries  on  the  north-east  bank  of  the  Ganges. 

In  the  year  600,  Mohammed  Bukhtyar  Khulijy,  having- 
acquired  sufficient  information  of  the  unguarded  state  of 
Bengal,'  secretly  assembled  his  troops ;  and  marching  from 
Behar,  proceeded  with  such  expedition  towards  Nuddeah,  that 
his  approach  was  not  even  suspected. 


SULTAN  ADDKLN  TOGRtUL. 

A  tier  a  lapse  of  several  days;  a  picquet,  consisting'  of  forty 
Iiorsc,  belonging  to  the  advanced  guard,  commanded  bv  Mo¬ 
hammed  Shir,  fell  in  with  some  grain  merchant.-,,  whose  empty 
sacks  evinced  that  they  had  lately  disposed  of  their  property. 
Of  these  Mohammed  inquired  if  they  had  seen  or  heard  aught 
of  the  rebel  army.  They  at  first  pretended  'ignorance;  but 
Mohammed  having  ordered  one  of  them  to  be  beheaded,  the 
others  fell  on  their  knees,  and  acknowledged  they  had  on  that 
morning  disposed  of  their  grain  in  the.  rebel  camp,  which  was 
only  a  levy  miles  in  front  of  them. 

Mohammed  immediately  despatched  the  merchants,  under 
an  escort,  to  the  officer  commanding  the  advanced  guard  ;  and 
proceeded  with  his  forty  troopers  till  he  came  within  sight  of 
the  cainp,  and  could  plainly  distinguish  the  tents  of  Toghril, 
and  that  the  rebels  were  so  completely  off  their  guard  asrto 
hare  turned  their  horses  loose  into  the  corn-fields.  Being 
fired  with  the  ambition  of  seizing  the  rebel  himself,  Mo¬ 
hammed  urged  his  small  party  to  make  the  attempt :  they 
advanced  in  full  speed,  and  were  permitted  by  the  unsuspicious 
enemy  to  enter  the  camp.  On  their  arrival  at  the  tent  of 
Toghril,  they  drew  their  swords,  and,  crying  out  “  Victory  to 
the  Emperor  Balin  !”  rushed  forward  to  the  tent  of  audience, 
and  put  a  number  of  the  persons  therein  to  death. 

Toghril,  on  hearing  the  alarm,  supposing  he  was  surprised 
by  the  whole  of  the  royal  army',  fled  in  the  greatest  pertur¬ 
bation.'  He  vaulted  on  a  horse  without  a  saddle,  and  galloped 
towards  the  river;  but  was  perceived  and  pursued  by  Malleck, 
the  brother  of  Mohammed,  who  shot  him  -with  an  arrow,  as 
his  horse  was  swimming  the  river.  Toghril  immediately  tell; 

’  and  Mallcclc,  plunging  into  the  stream,  dragged  him  to  the 
shore,  and  cut  off  his  head. 
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have  wounded  the  son  of  this  poor  widow:  you  must  therefore 
immediately  make  her  an  adequate  compensation,  or  surfer  the 
sentence  of  the  law."  The  King  made  a  how,  and,  turning  to 
the  woman,  gave  her  such  a  sum  of  money  as  satisfied  her: 
after  which  he  said,  “  Worthy  judge,  the  complainant  has 
forgiven  me.”  The  Cazy  asked  the  woman  if  such  was  the 
fact,  and  if  she  was  satisfied :  to  which  the  woman  having 
assented,  was  dismissed.  The  Cuz.y  then  came  down  from  his 
tribunal,  and  made  his  obeisance  to  the  King;  who,  drawing 
the  sword  from  beneath  his  garment,  said,  “  Cazy,  in  obe¬ 
dience  to  your  commands,  as  the  expounder  of  the  Sacred 
law,  1  came  instantly  to  your  tribunal:  hut  if  I  had  found 
that  you  deviated  in  the  smallest  degree  from  its  ordinances, 
1  swear  that  witli  this  sword  1  would  have  taken  oil’  your 
head!  I  return  thanks  to  God  that  matters  have  thus  happily 
terminated,  and  that  1  have  in  my  dominions  a  judge  who 
acknowledges  no  authority  superior  to  the  law.” — The  Judge, 
taking  up  the  scourge,  said,  “  1  also  swear,  by  the  Almighty 
God,  that  if  you  had  not  complied  with  the  injunctions  of 
the  law,  this  scourge  should  have  made  your  back  black  and 
blue  !  It  lias  been  a  day  of  trial  for  us  both.” — The  King  was 
much  pleased,  and  handsomely  rewarded  the  upright  judge. 

Ghyas  Addeen  was  of  a  gay  and  convivial  disposition  ;  hut,  at 
one  period  of  li is  reign,  having  for  some  time  laboured  under  a 
severe  illness,  he  despaired  of  life,  and  therefore  made  Ills 
will.  In  it  lie  directed  that  throe  of  his  favourite  concubines, 
whose  names  were  The  Cypress,  The  Ifase,  and  The  Tulip, 
should  wash  his  body  after  his  decease.  The  King  soon  after 
-recovered  ;  but  the  other  women  of  the  Seraglio,  envious  of 
the  favourites,  conferred  on  these  ladies  the  opprobrious  title 
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with. the  greatest  affection,  amWoubled  the  allowances  granted 
them  by  their  father. 

The  distracted  state  of  the  Court  of  Dehly,  occasioned  by 
the  approach  of  the  Moghuls,  under  the  celebrated  Baber,  pre¬ 
senting  a  favourable  opportunity  of  recovering  some  of  the 
districts  which  had  forrherly  belonged  to  Bengal,  Nusserit 
Shah  broke  the  treaty  which  his  father  had  contracted  with 
the  Emperor  Sekunder ;  and  having  invaded  Tirffeot,  and  put 
the  Raja  to  death,  he  appointed  his  son-in-law,  Ala  Addeen,  to 
the  government.  He  then  proceeded  against  Hajypore;  and 
having  subdued  it,  gave  it  in  charge  to  another  son-in-law, 
named  Mukhdoom  Aalum  :  after  which  he  crossed  the  Ganges, 
and  took  possession  of  the  fort  and  district  of  Mongeir,  which 
he  entrusted  to  one  of  bis  best  generals,  named  Cuttub  Khan. 

When,  in  the  year  932,  the  Emperor  Baber  defeated  and 
slew  Sultan  Ibrahim,  and  the  empire  of  Hindoostan  was  trans¬ 
ferred  from  the  Afghan  to  the  Moghul  dynasty*',  many  of  the 
chiefs  of  the  former  nation  sought  employment  and  protection 
in  Bengal :  even  Mahmood  Lody,  the  brother  of  Sultan  Ibra¬ 
him,  was  compelled  to  seek  refuge  at  the  Court  of  Gour.  All 
these  persons  were  most  hospitably  received,  and  had  pensions 
assigned  them,  suitable  to  their  rank  and  former  situation. 

Mahmood  having  brought  with  him  one  of  the  daughters 
of  the  late  Emperor,  the  King  took  her  in  marriage,  and  made 
great  rejoicings  on  the  occasion.  This  circumstance,  added 
to  the  protection  afforded  to  the  Afghan,  chiefs,  excited  the 
jealousy  of  the  Moghul  Emperor,  Baber,  who,  in  the  year  gS5, 
sent  an  army,  under  the  command  of  his  relation  Askary,  to 
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invade  Bengal  ;  but  Nusserit  Shah,  having  obtained- tigiely 
intelligence  of  his  intentions,  seat  an  ambassador  with  cosily 
presents,  to  deprecate  the  Imperial  wrath. 

Early  in  the  year  936,  Mahmood  (brother  of  Ibrahim), 
being  previously  joined  by  a  number  of  the  Afghan  chiefs, 
made  another  attempt  to  recover  his  paternal  dominions,  and 
advanced  as  far  as  Hideri  on  the  banks  of  the  Ganges. 

The  Emj?lVor  Baber  having  about  the  same  time  marched 
from  Agra,  the  contending  armies  met  at  Hideri ;  but  such 
was  the  dread  the  Afghans  had  of  Baber’s  prowess,  and  the 
formidable  charge  of  the  Moghul  cavalry,  that,  as  soon  as 
the  Emperor’s  advanced  guard  crossed  the  river,  they  shame¬ 
fully  took  to  flight,  and  never  halted  till  they  had  re-crossed 
the  river  Soane.  Mahmood,  dispirited  by  his  defeat,  retreated 
to  Bengal ;  and  Nusserit,  alarmed  at  the  approach  of  the  Mo¬ 
ghuls,  sent  an  ambassador  to  implore  the  Emperor’s  mercy. 

As  the  rainy  season  was  approaching,  and  the  affairs  of  the 
upper  provinces  required  the  presence  of  Baber,  who  had 
advanced  as  far  as  the  town  of  Mooneer  (at  the  mouth  of  the 
Soane),  he  graciously  condescended  to  make  peace,  on  condi¬ 
tion  that  the  Afghans  should  remain  quiet,  and  that  the  King 
of  Bengal  should  no  longer  give  any  assistance  to  Mahmood. 
These  terms  having  been  ratified  by  both  monarchs,  the  Em¬ 
peror  returned  to  Agra,  where  he  died  in  the  month  of 
Jummad  of  the  following  year,  A.  H.  937. 

The  death  of  Baber  served  as  a  signal  to  rouse  the  Afghan 
chiefs  once  more  to  attempt  the  recovery  of  the  empire.  Mah¬ 
mood,  the  son  of  Diria  Lohani,  took  possession  of  Bebar ;  and 
Mahmood,  the  brother  of  the  Emperor  Ibrahim,  having  col¬ 
lected  an  army  of  his  countrymen,  first  defeated  Joneid  Burlass 
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perfect ;  viz.  the  Golden  Mosque,  called,  in  the  Hindoostany 
language,  Soona  Musjki,  finished  in  932 ;  and  the  Kuddum 
Roosul  (Footstep  of  the  Prophet),  erected  in  Q3g. 

Ferishtah,  in  his  History  of  Bengal,  styles  this  prince  Nuaeeb 
Shah ;  though,  in  his  History  of  Dehly,  he  gives  him  his  proper 
name.  This  circumstance  induced  the  author  of  the  Ryaz 
Jssulatcen  to  examine  several  of  the  inscriptions  in  the  vicinity 
of  Gour;  fftun  which  he  ascertained,  that  the  title  at  full 
length  was  Sultan  Nusserit  Shah,  ben  Sultan  Ala  Addeen, 
Hussein  Shah.  The  tomb  of  the  saint  Hezerut  Mukhdoom, 
at  Saad-ullapore*,  was  also  erected  by  him,  and  bears  the  same 
inscription. 

After  Nusserit  Shah  had  drunk  the  sherbet  of  death,  the 
nobles  raised  to  the  throne  of  Bengal  his  son  Ferose  Shah  •  but 
at  the  end  of  three  months  the  youth  was  murdered  by  his 
uncle,  Mahmood  Shah,  who  usurped  the  government. 


—  Was  one  of  the  eighteen  sons  of  Sultan  Ala  Addeen  ;  and 
during  the  whole  reign  of  the  late  King,  conducted  himself  in 
the  most  exemplary  manner :  but  scarcely  was  his  brother 
deposited  in  the  tomb,  when  he  entered  into  machinations 
against  his  nephew,  and  ceased  not  till  he  had  imbrued  his 
hands  in  murder.  Thij  flagitious  conduct  did  not  however 
pass  unrevenged  ;  fhr  Mukhdoom  Aalum,  governor  of  Hajy- 
pore,  raised  the  standards  of  rebellion,  and  united  himself  in 


*  There  is  stil)  an  annual  assemblage  of  devotees  held  at  this  tomb,  which  is  also 
attended  by  merchants  and  traders,  and  a  regular  fair  thereby  established. 
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,  SECy-  IV\  The  Bengal  army  advanced,  and  surrounded  the  “fort;  but 
the  Afghan  troops  of  Shere  defended  the  place  with  so  much 
resolution,  that,  after  a  siege  of.  several  months,  Ibrahim  was 
obliged  to  apply  to  the  King  for  a  reinforcement.  Previous 
how  ever  to  its  arrival,  Shere,  having  made  a  sally  from  the 
fort,  completely  defeated  the  Bengalese,  slew  their  General, 
and  seized  on  all  their  artillery  and  baggage,  compelling  the 
young  King  Jellal  to -flee,  and  seek  refuge  at-the  Court  of  Gour. 
a.  n.  1535-6.  This  event  occurred  in  the  end  of  the  year  Q42. 

From  this  period  may  be  dated  the  downfall  of  thg  Empire 
of  Bengal  ;  for  in  the  following  year,  ()43,  Shere  Khan,  having 
acquired  possession  of  the  strong  fortress  of  Chunar,  rendered 
himself  completely  master  of  all  Behar ;  after  Which  he  ad¬ 
vanced  with  a  numerous  army  towards  Bengal.  The  natural 
strength  of  the  passes  of  Terriagurry  and  Sicklygully  delayed 
the  fate  of  Mahmood  for  a  short  period;  but  Shere  having 
surmounted  these  difficulties,  the  King  was  compelled  to  re¬ 
treat  to. his  capital. 

Shere  immediately  invested  Gour;  but  some  important 
affairs  requiring  his  presence  at  Behar,  he  left  an  army, 
under  the  command  of  his  general,  Khuas  Khan,  to  carry  on 
the  blockade. 

During  this  period,  Mahmood  sent  various  messengers  to 
the  Emperor  Homayon,  to  implore  his  speedy  assistance;  but 
several  months  having  elapsed  without  any  appearance  of  the 
Moghul  forces,  and  provisions  becoming  very  scarce  in  the 
city,  Mahmood  Shah  embarked  on  board  a  fast-rowing  boat, 
and  was  conveyed  to  Hajypore. 

The  city  soon  after  capitulated,  and  on  the  13  th  of  the 
A.D.  i53T.  month  Fervurdy,  in  the  year  944,  was  taken  possession  of  by 
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the  Afghan  forces,  who  plundered  and  put  to  death  a  number  sect.  iv. 
of  the  unoffending  inhabitants®.  .4.0.1537-3, 

The  King  was  so  closely  pursued  by  a  party  of  Shere’s. 
troops,  that  he  was  obliged  to  halt,  and  defend  himself.  He 
was.  soon  wounded ;  but  his  friends  covering  his  retreat,  he 
was  enabled  to  continue  his  flight,  and  arrived  in  the  Moghul 
camp  during  the  period  that  the  Emperor  Homayon  was 
besieging  the  fort  of  Chunar. 

Homayon,  touched  with  the  misfortunes  of  the  royal  fugi¬ 
tive,  re*eived  him  in  the  most  gracious  manner;  and  promised 
that,  as  soon  as  he  had  taken  the  fortress,  he  would  proceed  to 
Bengal,  and  reinstate  him  in  his  kingdom.  ? 

Early  in  the  year  945,  the  Emperor,  having  succeeded  in  a.  d.  lsss-s. 
taking  the  foft  of  Chunar,  advanced,  towards  Bengal;  and 
hearing  that  Shere  Khan  was  busily  employed  in  forti¬ 
fying  the  strong  passes  of  Terriagurhy  and  Sicklygully,  the 
flanks  of  which  are  covered  on  one  side  by  the  rapid  current 
of  the  Ganges,  and  on  the  other  by  lofty  mountains,  he  sent 
forward  a  considerable  force,  under  .the  command  of  Jehangire 
Cooly  Beg,  to  clear  the  road ;  but  this  officer,  upon  his  arrival 
at  Terriagurhy,  found  that,  in  addition  to  formidable  entrench¬ 
ments,  he  had  to  contend  with  a  numerous  army  of  Afghans, 
commanded  by  Jellal,  the  son  of  Shere  Khan. 

Not  dispirited  by  such  difficulties,  Jehangire  made  an  attack 
upon  the  entrenchments ;  but  after  losing  a  number  of  men,  he 
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severely  wounded,  and  compelled  to  retreat 

sror,  irritated  at  such  unexpected  opposition, 
ly  towards  the  passes,  vowing  vengeance  on  the 
1st  Jellal  Khan,  alarmed  at  the  approach  of  the 
doned  the  entrenchments,  and,  in  a  pusillanimous 
ited  with  the  whole  of  his  army,  to  join  his  father 


Mahmood,  the  expelled  king  of  Bengal,  who  accompanied 
army,  upon  his  arrival  at  Colgong,  having  heard  that 
i  Afghans  had  murdered  his  two  sons,  who  svere  taken 
soners  on  the  capture  of  his  capital,  was  so  affected  by 


;  reign  of  this  prince,  including  the  period  of  his  expul- 
ms  five  years.  The  inscription  on  the  Mosque  erected  by 
nd  still  existing  at.  Saadullapore*,  clearly  ascertains  that 
the  son  of  Sultan  Ala  Addeen  Hussein  Shah;  although 
uthors  have  expressed  doubts  of  his  origin.  With  him 
ated  the  line  of  independent  Kings  of  Bengal,  who  ruled 
Duntry  for  two  hundred  and  four  years:  for  although 
of  the  rulers  of  Gour  afterwards  assumed  the  title  of 
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Sect.  V. 

The  Sliere  Shall  Dynasty. 


Tuk  Emperor  Homayon,  haying  secured  the  important  passes  . 
■which  have  been  always  considered  as  the  keys  of  Bengal, 
continued  Ins  march  to  Gour;  but  Shere  Khan,  fearing  to 
trust  either  to  its  fortifications,  or  to  the  bravery  of  his  own 
troops  against  the  Moghuls,  collected  all  the  treasure  and  valu¬ 
able  effects  belonging  to  the  Kings  of  Bengali  ,  and  retreated, 
with  the  whole  of  his  Afghans,  by  the  way  of  Jarcund,  or 
south-west  range  of  mountains,  to  his  native  district  of  Sehsa- 
ram,  where  in  a  short  time,  by  a 'bold  and  successful  stratagem, 
he  rendered  himself  master  of  the  impregnable  and  extensive 
fortress  of  Rhotas. 

Upon  the  arrival  of  the  Emperor  at  Gour,  the  gates  were 
thrown  open,  and  he  was  received  by  the  inhabitants  with 
every  testimony  of  joy  and  satisfaction.  Homayon  was  also 
much  gratified  by  his  easy  conquest  of  so  valuable  a  province. 
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Orders  were  immediately  issued  for  the  Khutbeh  to  be  read  in 
all  the  mosques,  proclaiming  his  accession  to  the 'kingdom  of 
Bengal:  he  also  directed  the  name  of  the  city  to  be  changed 
to  Jcnnclabad  (the  City  of  Paradise) ;  and,  to  commemorate  the 
event,  ordered  a  new'  coinage  to  be  struck,  bearing  his  own 
titles,  and  the  new.  name  of  the  city. 

-The  Emperor  was,  in  fact,  so  much  infatuated  by  his  new 
conquest,  that  he  spent  three  very  important  months  in  luxu¬ 
rious  gratifications;  during  which  time  .his  enemies  were 
strengthening  themselves  in  every  quarter,  and  Shere  Khan  was 
even  making  preparations  to  oppose  his  return. 

Repeated  intelligence  of  the  machinations  of  his  enemies 
at  length  roused  the  Emperor  from  his  lethargy;  and  although 
it  was  the  height  of  the  rainy  season,  when  the  roads  of 
Bengal  w'ere  covered  with  water,  and  the  rivers  swollen  by 
the  torrents  from  the  mountains,  he  perceived  the  absolute 
necessity  of  returning  to  Agra.  He  therefore,  in  the  year  946, 
appointed  Jehangire  Cooly  Beg  governor  of  Bengal,  with  five 
thousand  select  Moghul  cavalry  to  support  his  authority ;  and 
having  with  some  difficulty  crossed  the  Ganges,  proceeded  by 
easy  stages  towards  the  western  part  of  his  empire. 

The  Moghul  cavalry,  unaccustomed  to  the  sultry  W'eather  of 
Bengal,  and  exposed  to  constant  rains  and  excessive  fatigue, 
became  languid,  and  perished  in  great  numbers.  This  circum¬ 
stance,  added  to  the  rebellion  of  the  Emperor’s  brothers,  em¬ 
boldened  Shere  Khan,  elated  by  his  success  against  Rhotas,  to 
contend  once  more  for  the  kingdom  of  Bengal.  He  collected 
the  dispersed  Afghans  from  every  quarter ;  and  having  thrown 
up  entrenchments  on  the  banks  of  the  Currumnassa  river,  at  a 
place  called  Chowsar,  opposed  the  further  progress  of  the 
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FEltID  ADDEEN  S(X)R  SIIERE  SHAH*. 

Origin  of  Shore — He  proceeds  to  Agra — ■ Obtains  the  Royal  grant  of  Ms 
patrimony,  the  districts  of  Schsaram  and  Tondah — Joins  Makmood, 
kmg  of  Behar — Excites  Mahmood s  jealousy — Enters  the  service  of 
the  Emperor  Baber — Returns  to  Behar,  and,  on  Mahmood's  death, 
obtains  the  administration  of  the  government  —  ’The  young  king , 
Jellal,  suspicions  of  Sherds  intentions,  flies  for  protection  to  Bengal 

of  Mahmood,  on  condition  of  being  allowed  to  retain  part  of  Behar, 
and  of  assisting  him  against  the  Emperor  Homayon  —  Betrays 
Mahmood,  by  withdrawing  his  forces  previous  to  the  action — Refuses 
to  surrender  the  fort  of  Chunar  to  the  Emperor— Takes  the  fortress  of 
Rhotas  by  stratagem — Overthrows  Homayon,  and  completes  the 
conquest  of  Behar  and  Bengal— Appoints  Khizeh  Khan  governor 
of  Bengal — Pursues,  and  totally  defeats  the  Emperor — Assumes  the 
Imperial  titles — Returns  from  Agra  to  Gour,  and  reduces  the  increas¬ 
ing  power  of  his  deputy,  Khizeh  Khan—  Subdivides  Bengal  into 
Provinces— His  death,  character,  and  public  works. 

The  original  name  of  Shere  was  Ferid.  His  father  was 
Hussein,  of  the  Soor  tribe  of  the  Afghans  of  Roh,  a  moun¬ 
tainous  country  on  the  confines  of  India  and  Persia.  When 
Sultan  Bcloli  placed  his  foot  on  the  throne  of  the  Indian 
empire,  the  grandfather  of  Shere,  Ibrahim,  came  to  Dehly  in 
quest  of  ni Hilary  service.  The  original  seat  of  the  Afghans 


of  I-Iindoostan,  it  will  to  some  persons  ap 


tribe  of  Lody,  who  -were  gathered  together  at  Patna,  and  by 
them  proclaimed  King.  He  soon  madc-himself  master  of  all 
Behar.  Shere,  perceiving  that  he  could  not  draw  the  omrahs 
over  from  Mahmood’s  interest,  and  that  he  had  not  sufficient 
force  to  oppose  him,  submitted  to  his  authority,  and  by  that 
means  saved  a  part  of  Behar,  which  the  Sultan  permitted  him 
to  retain.  Mahmood  told  him,  at  the  same  time,  that  if  be 
would  effectually  assist  him  in  recovering  Joanpore  from  the 
Moghuls,  he,  in  return,  would  make  over  the  province  of 
Behar  to  him  :  and  a  contract  to  that  effect  was  drawn  up  and 
executed  between  them. 

Shere,  some  time  after,  obtained  leave  to.  return  to  Seh- 
saram,  to.  levy. troops ;  and  Mahmood,  marching  with  an  army 
against  the  Moghuls,  sent  him  orders,  to  join.  But  as  Shere 
delayed  for  some  time,  the  Sultan,  persuaded  by  his  omrahs 
that  he  was  playing  a  loose  game,  marched  his  army  through 
Shere’s  estate.  On  his  way  to  Joanpore.  Shere  came  out  to 
meet  him,  had  an  elegant  entertainment  provided  for  his 
reception,  and  then  marched  with  him  to  Joanpore.  The 
troops  of  the  Emperor  Homavon  quitted  the  province  upon 
their  approach,  so  that  the  Afghans  took  possession  of  the 
country  as  far  as  Lucknow. 

Homayon  lay,  at  this  time,  before  Callinger,  in  Bundelcund  ; . 
and  hearing  of  the  progress  of  the  Afghans, .  he  marched 
against  them.  Mahmood  having,  on  this  occasion,  given  a  su¬ 
perior  command  to  Bein  Baezid,  Shere,  who  thought  himself  ill 
used,  betrayed  his  master;  and  Wrote  a  private  letter,  the  night 
before  the  action,  to  Hindoo  Beg,  one  of  the  Moghul  generals, 
acquainting  him,  "  That  he  esteemed  himself  a  servant  of 
“  Baber’s  family,  to  whom  he  owed  his  advancement;  and 
"  that  he  would  be  the  cause  of'  defeating  the  Afghans  next 
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assassinated  by  Ghyas  Addeeu,  he  detached  a  well-appointed  ,  skct.v. 
army,  under  the  command  of  his  brother,  Taj  Khan  kerany, 
to  take  possession  of  Bengal.  This  measure  having  been 
clFected  with  little  opposition,  he  allowed  his  brother  to  retain 
the  government  as  his  deputy  during  his  life,  which  how  ever 
only  lasted  one  year. 

On  the  decease  of  Taj  Khan  in  the  year  972,  Soliman 
proceeded  to  Bengal ;  but  conceiving,  from  the  number  oi' 
kings  who  had  died  at  Gour,  that  it  was  either  an  unhealthy 
or  an  unlucky  place,  he  made  Tomiah,  or  Tonra,  the  capital  ■ 
of  his  dominions  I . 

Soon  after  Soliuum  had  taken  possession  of  Bengal,  he 
despatched  an  intelligent  agent  with  many  valuable  presents 
to  the  Court  of  .the  Emperor  .AkbarT,  with  assurances  of  his 
great  respect  and  attachment  ;  which  conduct  highly  gratified 
ami  flattered  the  Emperor,  and  contributed  to  the  ease  and 
comfort  of  the  inhabitants  of  Bengal,  who  were  at  that  period 
v  ery  apprehensive  of  a  visit  from  the  Imperial  arms. 

Soliman  having  rendered  himself -completely- master  of  all 
Bengal  and  Behar,  excepting  the  strong  fort  of  Rliotas,  marched 
with  a  numerous  army  in  the  year 973,  and  invested  that  fortress,  a.  d.  i.vi.w;. 
The  siege  had  continued  nearly  six  months,  when  the  Emperor 
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DA'OOD  KHAN.  15.9 

This  battle  was  contended  with  greater  obstinacy  than  had  ,  SEC'r- v-  , 
ever  occurred  between  the  two  nations:  for  although  the  A- D- 1;m 
guns  succeeded  in  putting  the  elephants  to  the  route,  and 
driving  them  back  on  their  own  line,  yet  the  Afghan  cavalry 
charged  with  such  resolution,  that  the  Moghul  line  was  thrown 
into  great  confusion,  their  Commander-in-chief  was  wounded, 
and,  liis  horse  becoming  unmanageable,  he  narrowly  escaped 
being  captured. 

At  length,  Gujer  Khan*  and  several  of  the  best  Afghan 
officers  having  fallen,  Daood  Khan  was  alarmed,  and  fled  to  the 
fort  of  Cuttack,  leaving  his  camp  to  be  plundered  by  the  enemy. 

The  Moghuls,  although  victors,  had  suffered  so  much  in  this 
engagement,  that -they  did  not  pursue  the  fugitives,  hut  halted 
Jive  days  on  the  field  of  battle,  to  bury  tlieir  dead,  and  to  arrange 
plans  for  sending  away  their  wounded.  They  afterwards 
proceeded,  bv  easy  stages,  till  they  reached  the  hanks  of  the 
Mahanuddy,  one  mile  from  Cuttack,  where  they  encamped,  and 
commenced  making  preparations  for  the  siege  of  the  fort. 

Daood  Khan,  now  driven  to  the  extremity  of  his  dominions, 
and  aware  that  Cuttack  was  his  last  stake,  was  much  alarmed 
for  the  consequence ;  and,  by  the  advice  of  his  counsellors, 
resolved  to  throw  biniself  upon  the  clemency  of  the  victors. 

He  therefore  sent  an  ambassador  to  the  Imperial  Genera],  who 
represented  that  it  was  contrary  to  every  principle  of  religion 
for  the  followers  of 'Mohammed  to  extirpate  their  brethren  ; 
and  that  it  would  well  accord  with  the  Emperor’s  liberality,  to 
allow  his  master  to  retain  a  small  portion  of  Ills  former  doini- 
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Sect.  VI. 

Governors  under  the  Moghul  Dynasty*. 


HUSSEIN  COOI.Y  KHAN,  KHAN  JEHAN. 

skct.vi.  Aftjlt!  the  victory  at  Agmahcl  (Rajemahel),  Rhan.lehan  col- 
a.  d.  1575.  lectcd  all  the  plunder  and  elephants  of  the  Afghan  camp,  and 
sent  them,  under  the  charge  of  Raja  Todermul,  to  the  presence 
of  the  Emperor  A  k  bar.  He  then  detached  a  large  force,  under 
Muzuffir  Khan,  to  pursue  the  fugitives,  who  had  taken  refuge  in 
the  hilly  districts  of  Behar,  with  orders,  after  having  extirpated 
them,  to  lay  siege  to  the  fort  of  Rhotas.  These  services  were 
a. ii.  lira,  ably  performed  by  Muzuffir  Khan  ;  and  in  the  year  ()8fi,  after  a 
blockade  of  many  months,  that  impregnable  fortress  was  deli¬ 
vered  up’  by  capitulation,  to  the  Imperial  arms.  The  Governor 
also  sent  a  considerable  force  into  Orissa,  to  seize  the  family  and 
remaining  property  of  Daood  Khan  ;  which  being  effected, 
he,  in  the  same  year,  compelled  the  Raja  of  Cooch  Behar  to 
pay  a  tribute,  and  to  acknowledge  himself  a  vassal  of  the 
empire. 


*  For  ihe  history  ol  the  MogbuL,  the  reader  is  referred  to  the  Life  of  Baber,  in  l)owV 


The  Emperor  Jehtnigtre  confers  the 
.  « n!  Add  cn  A  he  it  hn  Po^'c 
Burdwan,  refuses  to  watt  on  th 
explained  by  the  history  of  ( 
Noor-Jchan — Her  marriage  wu , 
— Cut  tub  proceeds  to  Burdwan 
Nobles,  by  Shere,  who  also  falls 
freror  al  the  death  of  Cuttub. 


w  Provinces  on 
'  o  Chief  of 


en. —  Persecution  of  her  husband 
U  C)nUsl—ypj  ,mi  (f  ike  Em- 


When  the  E  mperor  Jeliangire  felt  himself  firmly  established 
on  his  throne,  and  found  that  he  could  dispense  with  the 
services  of  Raja  Man  Sing,  he  recalled  him  from  Bengal,  and 
appointed  his  own  foster-brother,  Cuttub  Addcen  Kokultush, 
to  the  government  of  the  three  provinces  of  Behar,  Bengal, 
and  Orissa.  On  the  yth  of  the  month  Suffer,  of  the  year  . 
toi 5,  the  new  Governor  was  invested  with  the  robes  of  office, 
and,  in  addition  to  the  usual  present  of  horses,  elephants,  and 
arms,  received  from  the  royal  treasury  200,000  rupees  for  his 
own  expenses,  and  300,000  for  the  expenses  of  his  followers. 

Some  months  after  the  arrival  of.  the  new  Governor  at 
the  capital  of  Bengal,  he  took  offence  that  Shere  Afgun,  a 
nobleman  celebrated  for  liis  great  prowess,  but  who,'  disgusted 
with  court,  had  retired  to  Ills  estate  in  Burdwan,  had  not 
come  to  Rajemahel,  to  congratulate  him  upon  his  accession  to 
the  government ;  he  therefore  summoned  him  to  appear,  and 
to  clear  himself  from  some  charges  of  which  he  stood  accused. 
Shere,  suspecting  that  treachery  was  designed,  refused  to 
move  from  Burdwan  ;  and  the  Viceroy,  having  represented 
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mine,  which  blew  up  twenty  yards  of  the  fortifications,  and 
opened  a  breach,  through  which  the  rebels  rushed  with  im¬ 
petuosity,  and  put  the  greater  part  of  the  garrison  to  the  sword. 

The  capture  of  Terriagurhy,  and  the  death  of  the  Governor, 
decided  the  fate  of  Bengal ;  the  authority  of  the  Prince  was 
everywhere  acknowledged ;  and  the  zemindars  and  public 
officers  hastened  to  make  their  terms  with  the  conqueror. 


Shah  Man,  after  the  victory ,  proceeds  to  Dacca— Takes  possession  of  the 
public  treasure  and  the  Governors  property — Advances  to  Patna,  and 
obtains  possession  of  that  city — Prevails  upon  the  Governor  of  Rhotas 
to  give  up  the  fort,  to  which  he  sends  his  family — Advances  to  Benaras 
.  — Hearing  of  the  approach  of  the  Imperial  army,  he  recrosses  the 
Ganges,  and  takes  post,  with  his  army,  on  the  banks  of -the  Tense 
-river— A  battle  is  fought  between  the  two  armies  — The  rebels  are 
defeated,  and  the  Prince  retires  to  Rhotas— Proceeds  to  Patna  — 
Orders  Darab,  whom  he  had  left  as  Governor  of  Bengal,  to  join  him — 
The  Governor  refuses — The  Imperial  army  advances  towards  Patna— 
The  Prince  quits  Bengal,  writes  a  penitential  letter  to  the  Emperor, 

The  Prince,  whom  we  must  now  consider  as  the  ruler  of  the 
.province,  lost.no  time  in  pursuing  the  few  remaining  Royalists. 
He  seized"  upon  all  the  boats  that  had  been  collected  by  both 
parties  ;  and,  having  embarked  the  select  part  of  his  army, 
proceeded,  with  all  possible  despatch,  down  the  river,  to  Dacca. 
Upon  his  arrival  there,  the  gates  of  the  fort  were  thrown 
open ;  and  Ahmed  Beg,  the  nephew  of  the  late  Governor, 
finding  it  in  vain  to  contend,  further  waited  on  the  Prince,  and 
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103(1  the  Nuwab  Pedal  Khan  to  the  government;  and  as,  for 
a  number  of  years,  except  the  twenty-two  lacks  of  rupees 
remitted  by  Khanezad  Khan,  no  revenue  had  been  sent  from 
Bengal,  the  Emperor  stipulated  with  the  new  Governor,  that, 
in  addition  to  the  usual  presents  of  elephants,  silks,  muslins, 
ambergris,  amber,  &c.  he  should  annually  remit  to  the  exche¬ 
quer  a  present  of  .500,000  rupees  for  the  Royal  use,  and  an 
equal  sum  for  the  use  of  the  Empress  Noor  Jehan. 

Fedai  Khan  governed  Bengal  during  the  remainder  of  the 
reign  of  Jehangire  ;  but  soon  after-thc  death  of  that  monarch, 
and  the  succession .  of  Shah  Jehan  to.  the  throne,  which  hap¬ 
pened  early  in  the  year  1037,  he  was  superseded  by  Cossim 
Khan,  a  favourite  of  the  new  Emperor. ' 


COSSIM  KHAN-  JOBUNY. 

The  Go  vernor  takes  .offence  at  the  Portuguese  in  Be  1 — Pc]  e 

conduct,  to  the  Emperor,  who  orders,  them  to  be  expelled  .from  his 
dominions — The  Governor  makes  preparations  .  to  attack  Ilooaiu — 

themselves  tvilh  great  bravery — By  the  explosion  of  a  mine,  one  of  the 

habitants  retire  on  board  their  ships,  and  arc  there  attacked  t:j  another 


..hips,  bat  the  greater  part  are  taken  by  the  cue 
as  the  Royal  port  of  Bengal,  ami  the  public  ojff 
Saacgong-Cossim  Khan  dies. 


fro?. 


Some  years  after  the  arrival  of’  Cossim  Khan  in  Bengal,  he 
took  oflVncc  at  the  conduct  of  the  Portuguese,  many  ot  whom 
had  established  themselves  in  Yjg^us  parts  of  the  province. 
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to  pay  the  pcishhtsh,  or  annual  offering  of  sooo  rupees,  which 
had  been  established,  by  tile  Foujdar  of  Hoogly,  during  the 
late  civil  war. 

Whilst  the  empire  of  Hindoostan  was  convulsed  by  the 
contentions  of  Aurungzebe  and  his  brothers  for  the  throne, 
several  of  the  bordering  Zemindars  and  tributary  Eajas  with¬ 
drew  their  necks  from  the  collar  of  obedience  ;  and  not  only 
neglected  to  send  any  part  of  their  revenues  to  the  Imperial 
treasury,  but  even  invaded  the  provinces.  Amongst  the  most 
prominent,  of  these  was  Beemnarain,  the  Baja  of  Couch  Beyhar, 
whose  country,  although  frequently  plundered  by  the  Mo¬ 
hammedans,  and  compelled  to  pay  tribute,  was  never  abso¬ 
lutely  subdued.  This  chief,  taking  advantage  of  the  absence 
of  the  Moghul  army,  seized  upon  Kamroop,  and  several  other 
of  the  Imperial  districts  which  adjoined  his  territories. 

To  the  north-east  of  Bengal  is  situated  the  extensive,  and 
the  once  powerful,  kingdom  of  Assam.  This  country  is,  ge¬ 
nerally'  speaking,  a  valley,  700  miles  in  length  by  go  in  breadth, 
through  the  middle  of  which  runs  the  great  river  Burham- 
pooter,  which,  after  entering  Bengal,  joins  the  Ganges :  these 
rivers  pour  their  united  streams  into  the  ocean  near  .Deccan 
Shabazpore'’. 

The  prince  of  this  country,  named  Jydej  Sing,  had,  during 
the  civil  wars,  sent  an  army  down  the  Burhampooter ;  .which 
had  plundered  and  laid  waste  the  country  as  far  as  Dacca  and 


from  Ghergong  to 


of  whom  he  had 
of  allegiance.  Mi 
patched  couriers  t* 
opened  a  road  to  C 
the  Moghul  standai 
This  inteliigeni 
who  flattered  him; 
in  the  distant  regie 
.the  descendants  of 

for  the  purpose  of 


MOHAMMED 
humane  ;  in  his  public  trai 
disdained  toJuse  ungenerous 
even  expressed  his  joy  on  tin 
arms.  Till  his  death  he  reta 
duties  of  the  office  were  per 
nath.  His  death  was  even 
had  formerly  complained  of 
When  the  Emperor  was 
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and  to  be  saluted  with  three  hundred  guns,  from  the  factory 
and  the  ships  anchored  opposite  tile  town. 

The  great  increase  of  the  Bengal  investments,  and  the  pro¬ 
curing  of  the  Imperial  firman,  induced  the  Company  to  render 
Bengal  independent  of  M  adras;  and, in  consequence,  they  ap¬ 
pointed  Mr.  Hedges,  one  of  their  Directors,  to  be  chief  agent,  or 
Governor,  of  all  their  affairs  in  the  Bay  of  Bengal,  and  all  other 
factories  subordinate  thereto.  His  residence  was  fixed  at  Hoogly: 
and,  in  order  to  give  dignity  to  the  office,  a  guard  of  a  corporal 
and  twenty-  European  soldiers  was  sent  from  Fort  St.  George, 
for  his  protection.  This  was  the  first  military  establishment  of 
the  Company  in  Bengal,  and  the  foundation  of  the  English 
power  in  that  country!.  But  as  the  Imperial  firman  was  pur¬ 
posely  drawn  out  in  a  vague  and  obscure  style,  it  soon  gave 
rise  to  disputes,  and  involved  their  affairs  in  difficulty!. 

Some  other  circumstances  aiso  occurred,  about  this  time, 
which  added  much  to  the  embarrassments  of  the  English.  In 
the  year  logs,  a  young  man,  calling  himself  the  son  of  Sultan 
Shujaa,  made  his  appearance  at  Patna ;  who  pretended  he  had, 
with  much  difficulty,  effected  his  escape  from  Arracan ;  and 
called  upon  the  people  to  espouse  his  cause :  but  Syf  Khan, 
the  governor  of  Behar,  obtaining  intelligence  of  the  circum¬ 
stance  before  he  could  procure  any  partizans  in  his  favour, 
seized  him,  and  put  him  in  irons. 

A  few  days  after  this  event,  Gangeram,  the  zemindar  of 
Behar,  rebelled ;  and,  having  collected  a  number  of  followers. 


bed  forward,  and,  before-  his  friends  could  go  to  his 
cut  the  youth  to  pieces.  On  hearing  of  this  event, 
Khan,  although  only  dressed  in  a  single  vest'  of  tine 
,-ithout  waiting  to  put  on  his  helmet  or  armour,  seized 


intending  to  attack  the  rebels  next  morning ;  but  during  the 
night  Return  Shah  crossed  the  river,  and  took  the  route  of 
Burdwan.  The  Imperialists  followed  him  to  Burdwan;  and 
having  driven  him  thence,  pursued  him  from  place  to  place. 

We  must  now  take  leave,  for  a  short  time,  of  Zubberdust 
Khan,  to  detail  the  operations  of  the  prince  Azeem  Ooshan. 
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out  a  statement  of  all  the  circumstances,  had  it  authenticated  • 
by  the  signatures  of  the  public  officers  ;  and  forwarded  it,  with 
a  representation  from  himself,  to  the  Emperor. 

After  acting  in  so  spirited  and  independent  a  manner, 
Moorshud  Cooly  deemed  it  unadvisable  to  remain  in  the  same 
place  with  the  Prince ;  and  having  consulted  with  his  friends 
on  the  most  advantageous  situation,  he  resolved  to  fix  his 
residence  at  Mukhsoosabad,  as  being  nearly  in  the  center  of 
the  province,  and  equally  convenient  for  collecting  the  re¬ 
venues  from  all  parts.  Having  decided  on  this  measure,  he 
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next  morning,  being  the  icth  of  the  month  Zilhije  1124,  he  sect.vi. 
mounted  the  throne  of  Bindoostan,  and  gave  public  audience  iwrakhim 
to  all  the  people.  On  this  occasion  were  introduced  to  him  a 
number  of  the  Omrahs,  who,  inconsequence  of  the  negotia-  ■‘ra¬ 
tions  of  Abdullah  Khan,  had  either  remained  neuter  during  the 
engagement,  or  had  come  over  to  the  victorious  side.  After 
the  inauguration  of  the  Emperor,  he  proceeded  to  Sekundra,  to 
offer  up  his  devotions  at  the  tomb  of  his  illustrious  ancestor, 

Akbav ;  and  at  noon  returned  to  Agra,  where  he  received  the 
compliments  of  all  the  inhabitants  of  that  city. 

The  next  day  the  Emperor  proceeded  towards  Dehly;  and, 
on  his  arrival  in  its  vicinity,  encamped  outside  the  walls,  and 
commanded  the  Vizier,  Assud  ad  Dowlah,  and  his  son,  Zool- 
fecar  Khan,  to  be  brought  to  his  presence.  They  were  both 
received  with  the  honours  due  to  their  high  rank ;  after  which, 
the  former  was  allowed  to  return  to  his  home:  but  the  latter 
was  led  to  a  private  tent ;  and  after  a  few  questions  had  been 
asked  him,  he  was  strangled,  as  a  punishment  for  his  crimes. 

His  body  was  afterwards  tied,  with  the  head  downwards,  on  r . 

an  elephant,  together  with  the  body  of  Jehandar  Shah,  who  !„ ,! 1 
had  been  put  to  death  in  prison  ;  and  they  were  thus  exposed  1 
in  the  new  Emperor’s  train,  when  he  made  his  triumphal  entry 
to  the  palace  of  the  capital'!'. 

Having  thus  conducted  Ferrokhsere  to  the  perilous  pinnacle 
of  his  ambition,  whence  in  a  few  years  he  was  to  he  precipi¬ 
tated  into  the  abyss  of  destruction,  we  now  return  to  the  affairs 
of  Bengal. 
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’  When  Ferrokhscre  assumed  the  Imperial  titles  at  Patng,  lie 
was-persuaded  by  one  of  bis  dependants,  named  Rasheed  K^n, 
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(he  said)  by  means  of  bribery  and  corruption  ;  and  which  pe, 
mitted  them  to  trade  cither  duty  free,  or  for  the  paltry  cor 
sideration  of  3000  rupees  per  annum.  When  therefore  he. 
felt  himself  perfectly  secure  in  his  government,  he  set  at 
nought  the  orders  of  the  Prince  Shujaa,  and  of  the  Emperor 
Aurungzcbe;  and  demanded  from  the  English,  either  the. 
same  duties  that  were  paid  by  Hindoo  subjects,  or  a  constant 
renewal  of  presents,  both  to  himself  and  to,  all.  the  inferior 
departments.  Such  conduct,  of  course, ,  irritated  the  English 
agents,  who  wrote  a  detail  of  their  grievances  to  the  Directors 
of  the  Company  in  England,  and  solicited  permission  to  send 
an  embassy  to  Dehly,  to  complain  to  the  Emperor  of  the 
Hu  waif  s  conduct:  Their  suggestion  was  approved  of  by  the 
Company;  and  orders  were -sent- to  the  Governors  ot  Madras 
and  Bombay,  to  unite  their  grievances  in  the  same  petition 
with  those  of  Bengal. 

The  nomination  of  the  Ambassadors  was  left  to  Mr.  Hedges,  i 
the  Governor  of  Calcutta,  who  selected,  for  this  purpose,  i 
Mr.  John  Surman,  and  Edward  Stephenson,  two  of  the  ablest 
factors  in  the  Bengal  service  ;  joining  to  them  an  Armenian, 

.  named  Khoja  Serhaud,  who  understood  both  the  English  and 
Persian-  languages,  and  who  had  been  for  many  years  the 
principal  merchant  in  Calcutta-.  Mr.  William  Hamilton  also 
accompanied  the  embassy,  as  surgeon. 

At  that  period '.the. government  of  Calcutta  were  very  igno¬ 
rant  of  the  politics  and  intrigues  of  the  Court  of  Dehly ;  and 
the  Ambassadors  had  no  other  lights  to  direct  their  proceedings, 
than  such  as  they  obtained  from  the  Armenian ;  who,  although 
he  had  never  been  at:  Dehly,  had  procured  a  certain  degree  of 
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conduct,  took  much  pains,  by  his  interest  with  the  Vizier  and 
his  brother  the  Ameer  al  Omrah,  to  thwart  its  success ;  and 
probably  would  have  accomplished  his  object,  if  an  accident 
had  not  placed  the  English  gentlemen,  at  once,  in  a  high  degree 
of  favour,  with  the  Emperor  himself. 

Ferrokhsere  had  been  for  some  time  engaged  to  marry  the 
daughter  of  Raja  Ajeet  Sing,  one  of  the  Rajcpoot  Princes ;  and 
the  bride  had  arrived,  for  that  purpose,  at  the  capital :  but  the 
Emperor,  being  afflicted  with'a  complaint  which  all  the  skill  of 
his  own  physicians  could  not  cure,  was  under  the  necessity  of 
.  postponing  the  marriage.  At  length,  in  consequence  of  the 
recommendation  of  Khan  Dowran,  he  permitted  Mr.  Hamilton, 
the  surgeon  of  the  Embassy,  to  attend  him ;  and  that  gentleman 
having,  by  a  judicious  operation,  restored'  the  Emperor  to 
health,  became,  very  deservedly,  a  great  favourite  with  his 
Majesty,  who,  in  addition  to  many  proofs  of  the  Royal  muni¬ 
ficence*,  promised  to  grant  ,  any  other  favour  he  should  ask. 
Mr.  Hamilton,  instead  of  requesting  any  further  reward  for 
himself,  besought  his  Majesty'  to  concede  to  the  English  Am¬ 
bassadors  the  object  of  their  mission.  The  Emperor,  surprised 
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within  his  jurisdiction  ;  but  used  to  exhibit  and  be  present  at 
those  between  elephants  and  tigers,  and  other  animals.  He 
took  no  delight  in  hunting ;  he  never  indulged  himself  with 
spirituous  liquors,  nor  any  intoxicating  drugs  ;  neither  did  he 
amuse  himself  with  singers  or  dancers:  He  always  kept  con¬ 
stant  to  one  lawful  wife ;  and,  out  of  his  excess  of  delicacy, 
would  not  suffer  any  strange  women,  or  eunuchs,  to  enter  the 
apartments  of  his  seraglio. 

“  He  despised  all  the  refinements  of  luxury,  and  particularly 
in  dress ;  and  refrained  from  every  thing  that  is  prohibited  in 
the  law.  No  high-seasoned  dishes  were  served  up  to  his  table ; 
neither  frozen  sherbets,  nor  creams,  but  only  plain  ice.  During 
the  winter,  Kbyzir  Khan,  his  house-steward,  used  to  collect, 
in  the  mountains  of  Rajemahel,  a  sufficient  stock  of  ice  for  the 
rest  of  the  year ;  and  the  whole  was  done  at  the  expense  of 
the  zemindars  of  that  district.  In  the  mangoe  season,  there 
was  stationed  at  Rajemahel  an  overseer,  who  used  to  keep  a 
regular  account  of  the  choicest  mangoe-trees  in  Maldah,  Kut- 
walee,  and  Husseinpoor ;  and  his  guards  were  placed  over 
them,  to  see  that  no  one  purloined  the  fruit,  and  that  it  was 
regularly  sent  to  Mooishudabad.  The  zemindars  furnished 
everything  that  was  required  for  these  purposes;  and  they 
durst  not  cut  down  a  mangoe-tree,  nor  touch  any  of  the  fruit, 
that  the  overseer  had  appropriated  to'the  useof  the  Nazim’s  table. 

“  He  possessed  very  extensive  learning,  and  paid  great  respect 
to  men  who  were  eminent  for  their  piety  or  erudition  :  he 
wrote  with  great  elegance,  and  was  a.  remarkable  fine  penman  : 
his  skill  in  arithmetic  enabled  him  to  scrutinize  all  accounts 
himself :  he  signed  all  orders  and  accounts  with  red  ink :  he 
was  a  brave  soldier,  a  liberal  benefactor,  upright  and  just  in 
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F’oujedar :  and  at  length  a  considerable  force  was  sent  from  .sect.-vi.  . 
Hoogly,  under  the  command  of  an  officer  named  Meer  Jaffier, 

"who  surrounded  the  place  on  the  land  side  ;  but  acted  with  so 
much  caution,  that  he  threw  up  an  entrenchment  in  front  of  a.d.  033. 

.  his  encampment,  to  defend  his  troops  from  the  fire  of  the 
besieged  ;  who,  in  the  mean  time,  completely  commanded  the 
river,  and  only  permitted  such  boats  as  they  pleased  to  pass. 

The  French  at  Chandernagore  .  secretly  aided  the  Germans 
With  arms  and  ammunition,  whilst  they  ostensibly  pretended 
to  assist  in  negotiating  a  treaty  of  peace. 

Khojch  Fazel  Cashnicery,  one  of  the  principal  Moghul 
merchants  of  Hoogly,  having  also  ofl'ered  his  services  as  a 
mediator,  sent  his  son  with  a  message  to  Bankybazar ;  but  the 
Germans  seized  the  young  man,  and  detained  him  as  a  hostage 
for  their  own  security :  and  the  Foujedar  had  such  an  esteem 
.  for  Khojch  Faze],  that,  in  order  to  procure  the  liberation  of  the 
youth,  he  for  some  days  suspended  hostilities  :  but  having  pro¬ 
cured  his  liberation,  he  again  renewed  the  siege  with  more 
vigour,  both  by  land  and  by  water;  till,  at  length,  provisions 
becoming  very  scarce  in  Baiikybazar,  all  the  natives  of  every 
description  deserted,  and  left  the  Europeans  to  defend  them¬ 
selves.  Notwithstanding  the  garrison  was,  by  this  means,  re¬ 
duced  to  fourteen  persons,  they  continued  to  serve  their  guns 
with  such  efficacy,  that  not  one  of  the  Moghul  troops  durst 
venture  out  of  the  entrenchments.  At  length  the  Agent  had 
the  misfortune  to  lose  his  right  arm  by  a  cannon  ball ;  after 
which  he  embarked,  with  his  men,  during  the  night,  and 
reached  in  safety  one  of  the  ships  belonging  to  his  nation, 

needed  to  Europe. 
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t)acca,  and  to  promote  his  son-in-law,  Murad  Aly,  to  tile 
government..  This  young  man  appointed  Rajbullub  to  be 
'"rdishkar,  or  head  clerk,  of  the  boat  department;  and  com¬ 
menced  his  government  with  many  acts  of  oppression.  Jeswont 
Roy,  the  Dewan,  who  had  gained  so  high  a  reputation  for  his 
conduct,  beheld  these  measures  with  aversion  ;  and  resolving 
not  to  be  a  participator  in  them,  resigned  his.  appointment, 
and  returned  to  Moorshudabad.  Upon  bis  resignation,  the  new 
,  government  gave  a  loose  to  their  rapacity  and  violence,  till 
they  reduced  the  country  to  a  state,  of  comparative  poverty  and 
desolation. 

.  About  this  period,  Sayid  Ahmed,  the  second  son  of  Hajy 
Ahmed,  who,  upon  the  succession  of  Shujaa  Addeen  Khan,  had 
been  appointed  Foujedar  of  Rungpore,  and  who  is  accused  of 
having  ruled  that  district  with  great  oppression,  having 
procured  from  Moorshudabad  a  considerable  army,  invaded 
Dinagepore . and  Couch  Beyhar;  and  after  compelling  the 
Rajas  to  take  refuge  in  the  woods  and  mountains,  got  posses¬ 
sion  of  those  countries,  together  with  the  immense  treasures 
which  the  Rajas  and  their,  ancestors  had  .  amassed.  When 
intelligence  of  this  event  was  received  at  Moorshudabad,  the 
Nuwab  was  pleased  to  confer  the  title  of  Khan  Behadur  on 
Sayid  Ahmed*,  a  circumstance  which  was  exceedingly  flat¬ 
tering  to  the  young  man’s  father. 

The  enemies  of  this  family  have  asserted,  that  notwithstand¬ 
ing  the  numerous  benefits  conferred  on  them  by  Shujaa  Addeen 
Khan,  they  were  constantly  plotting  to  render  themselves  inde¬ 
pendent  of  his  son,  by  sending  their  wealth  to  Patna,  and  by 
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his  abilities  at  Dacca;,  but  that  these  troops  bad  not  taken  any 
part  in  the,  battle,  of  Gheria,  and  on  the  death  of  Serferaz 
Khan  had  retired  precipitately  to  Orissa. 

Shortly  after  that  event,  Moorshud  Cooly,  sensible  of  his 
inability  to  oppose  Aly  Yer.dy  Khan,  sent  an  envoy  to  him,  to 
discover  what  were  his  intentions,  and  to  endeavour  to 
negotiate  a  treaty  of  amity  with  hint :  but  the  Muwab,  enter¬ 
taining  suspicions  of  his  sincerity,  desired  the  envoy  to  in¬ 
form  his  master,  that  he  had  no  animosity  against  him,  and 
that  it  was  far  from  his  inclination  to  injure  him,  but  that 
his  remaining  in  the  government  of  Orissa  was  impossible  :  he 
therefore  requested  that  he  would  retire  from  that  province, 
with  all  his  property  and  family,  by  whatever  route  he  chose, 
and  that  he  should  meet  with  no  molestation. 

The  Governor  of  Orissa,  being  an  unambitious  character, 
would  willingly  have  accepted  his  offer ;  but  his  wife,  Door- 
daneh  Begum,  and  his  courtiers,  rejected  it  with  disdain,  and 
compelled  Moorsliud  Cooly  to  send  a  letter  of  defiance  to 
his  adversary. 

The  challenge  was  immediately  accepted^  and  Aly  Verdy 
Khan,  having  selected  from  his  army  12,000  of  the  most 
efficient  troops,  left  his  brother,  the  Hajy,  in  charge  of  .  the 
government,  and^iroceeded  towards  Orissa. 

On  intelligence  of  his  approach*,  Moorshud  Cooly  Khan 
having  summoned  his  friends  to  a  consultation,  laid  his  sabre 
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Aly  Verdy  Khan  having  at  last  procured  intelligence  of 
the  change  of  the  enemy’s  route,  marched  back,  and  hastened 
to  Burdwan.  From  thence  he  advanced  to  Midnapore,  where 
Boskar  Raow  gave  him  battle,  but  was  defeated  with  great 
slaughter,  and  fled,  by  way -of  Cuttack,  to  the  borders  of  his 
own  country.  The  Nuwab,  not  thinking  it  necessary  to  pursue 
beyond  his  own  territories,  now  completely  evacuated  by  the 
enemy,  entrusted, the  government  of  Cuttack  to  Abd  al  Rus- 
sool  Khan,  and  returned  triumphantly  to  his  capital.  . 

Aly  Verdy  Khan,  on .  the  first  invasion  of  the  Mahrattas, 
had  applied  to  the  Emperor  for  assistance  ;  and  Suffder  Jung', 
Nuwab  of  Oude,  was  ordered  with  his  troops  into  Bengal,  but 
had  advanced  no  farther  than  Patna,  the  capital  of  Behar, 
when  Boskar  Raow  was  defeated.  Aly  Verdy  Khan,  en¬ 
couraged  by  victory,  now  thought  himself  fully  equal  to  the 
defence  of  his  provinces ;  and  informing  Suffder  Jung  that 
he  had  no  further  occasion  for  succours,  requested  him  to  quit 
Patna  and,  return  home  ;  which  he  did,  though  with  some 
reluctance,  having  intended,  it  is  said,  had  Aly  Verdy  Khan 
been  worsted  by  his  enemy,  to  have  added  Behar  to  his  own 
government.  During  his  stay  at  Patna,  he  had  selected  some 
pieces  of  artillery  and  elephants  belonging  to  the  Deputy- 
governor,  for  his  own  use,  without  the  consent  of  Aly  Verdy 
Khan ;  and  he,  not  relishing  such  acts  of  authority  in  an 
auxiliary,  was  much  offended ;  so  that  a  coolness  tool;  place 
between  them;  and  had  not  Suffder  Jung  thought  proper  to, 
retreat,  in  all  probability  an  open  rupture  would  have  soon 
succeeded  his  refusal. 

Th’e  attempts  of  the  Mahrattas  on  Bengal  did  not  end  "'iih 
the  defeat  of  Boskar  Raow.  Ragojee  Bhosela,  enraged  at  ^,e 
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an  intennilling  fever,  which  continued  long  upon  him.  On  his 
recovery  in  i  161,  he  marched  against  the  Mahrat,tas,  who  yet 
infested  the  province  of  Cuttack,  and,  as  usual,  unable  to  bring 
them  to  a  decisive  engagement,  spent  the  dry  months  in  pur¬ 
suing  them  from  place  to  place.  At  length  both  parties,  being 
tired  of  war,  began  equally  to  wish  for  an  accommodation  of 
their  disputes.  Aly  Yerdy  Khan  yielded  to  the  Mahrattas  the 
province  of  Cuttack,  and  agreed  to  pay  annually  twelve  lacks 
of  rupees,  as  the  choute  of  Bengal”'. 

The  Nuwab,  by  this  peace,  being  freed  from  all  his  ene¬ 
mies,  gradually  discharged  his  superfluous  troops,  and  employed 
himself  in  encouraging  his  people  to  rebuild  the  villages  which 
had  been  destroyed,  and  to  cultivate  the  lands  which  in  many 
districts  had  long  lain  waste,  from  the  desertion  of  the  in¬ 
habitants  during  the  repeated  invasions.  From  this  period 
we  find  nothing  remarkable  in  his  life,  the  remainder  of 
his  government  being  uninterrupted  by  vicissitude.  As  he 
bad  chosen  Seraje  ad  Dowlah  for  his  successor,  he  latterly 
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to  Manickchund,  the  Foujedar  of  Hoogly,  who  commanded  a 
body  of  troops  before  the  fort,  requesting  him  to  intercede 
with  the  Nuwab  to  cease  hostilities,  as  the  English  were  ready 
to  obey  his  commands,  and  only  persisted  in  defending  the 
fort  to  preserve  their  lives  and  honour.  The  letter  was  imme¬ 
diately  taken  up:  but  for  many  hours  no  answer  was  returned, 
whilst  the  enemy  continued  to  push  on  the  attack  with  vigour. 
At  four  o'clock  in  the  evening  a  person  was  observed  ad¬ 
vancing  to  the  fort  with  a  flag  of  truce,  which  Air.  Hoi  well 
answered  with  another  from  the  south-east  bastion.  A  parley 
ensued,  during  which  many  of  the  Nuwab’s  troops  approached 
to  the  walls  of  the  fort,  and  endeavoured  to  escalade  it;  at  the 
same  time  some  of  the  soldiers  of  tire  garrison,  having  broken 
open  the  arrack  cellars,  had  intoxicated  themselves,  and  forced 
open  the  gate  next  the  river-side,  with  an  intention  of  seizing 
on  whatever  boats  they  could  find,  and  of  proceeding  to  the 
ships  :  just  as  they  opened  the  gate,  a  party  of  the  enemy,  who 
had  also  got  on  that  side,  met  them,  and  at  once  rushed  into  the 
fort ;  another  party  at  the  same  moment  mounted  the  walls  of 
the  warehouses.  In  this  scene  of  confusion  no  resistance  was 
made;  and  the  English  having  surrendered  their  arms,  the 
Nuwab' s  troops  refrained  from  bloodshed. 

At  five  o’clock  on  the  22d  of  Ramzan,  Scraje  ad  Dowlali, 
attended  by  Meer  Jaffier,  whom  he  had  again  restored  to  his 
office,  and  several  other  officers,  entered  the  fort.  He  immedi¬ 
ately  ordered  Omichuncl  and  Kislscnbullub  to  be  brought 
before"  him,  and  received  them  with  civility.  He  next  directed 

treasury :  he  then  proceeded  to  (he  principal  room  of  the 


NUWAB  SEHAJE  AD  DOWLAH. 

sayy  that  out  'of  one  hundred  and  forty-six  persons,  onlv 
twenty- thi^e  survived  '  the  fatal  night;  and  these  were  so 
reduced  tl It}'  could  barely  stand  f 

Mr.  Hoi  well  was  carried  to  the  aSTmvab,  who,  so  far  from 
shewing  any  compassion  for  his  situation,  or  remorse  for  the 
death  of  the  other  prisoners,  only  talked  to  him  of  the  treasures 
which  the  English  had  buried,  and  threatened  him  with  further 
punishment  if  he  did  not  disclose  where  they  were. 

To  perpetuate  the  memory  of  this  conquest,  the  Nuwab 
ordered  the  name  of  Calcutta  to  be  changed  to  Alynagur;  and 
leaving  a  garrison  in  it  of  3000  men,  under  the  command  of 
Manickchund,  the  Foujedar  of  Hoogly,  he  proceeded,  on  the 
3d  of  Shual,  towards  Moorshudabatf +. 

As  soon  as  his  army  had  recrossed  the  river  at  Hoogly,  he 
sent  detachments  to  the  French  and  Hutch  settlements,  threat¬ 
ening  to  extirpate  them,  as  he  had  done  the  English,  unless 
they-  would  immediately  pay  him  a  large  sum  of  money  ;  but 
after  receiving  many  assurances  of  their  submission  to  bis  will. 
Ire  consented  to  accept  from  the  Dutch  four  lacs  and  a  half  of 
nipees,  and  from  the  French  three  and  a  half;  which  deference. 


_  NUVVAB  SERAJE  AD  DOWLAH. 

(liately  to  take  the  field;  and  sent  orders  to  Raja  Ramnarain, 
whom  Aly  Ycrdy  Klian  had  made  Deputy-governor  of  Behar, 
to  assemble  liis  forces,  and,  having  crossed  the,  river,  to  enter 
Ptvrneah.  Bis  own  army  marched  in  two  divisions ;  that  under 
his  immediate  command  proceeded  on  the  south-west  side  of 
the  Ganges  to  Rajemahel ;  while' the  other,  under  the  orders  of 
Raja  Mohim  Loll,  crossed  that  river  at  Surdah,  and  inarched 
towards  the  appointed  place  on  the  north-east  side. 

"Whilst  these  two  young  men  were  actually  engaged  in  hosti¬ 
lities  against  each  other,  they  could  not  restrain  the  violence 
and  perverseness  of  their  dispositions :  they  each  of  them  gave 
offence  to  the  old  officers,  who  had  long  served  under  their 
fathers  or  grandfather :  and  though  neither  of  them  was  ca¬ 
pable  of  directing  even  his  own  domestics,  they  would  not 
listen  to  the  advice  of  the  sensible  persons  in  their  courts, 
who  were  sincere  well-wishers  of  their  family,  respecting  the 
government  of  the  countries  under  their  charge,  but  consulted 
only  the  rash  and  profligate  beings  of  their  own  creation.  Such 
conduct  induced  the  author  of  the  Skr  Mutakhercen,  although 
a  relation  of  the  family,  to  say:  .“  It. having  been  decreed  by 
“  Providence  that  the  guilty  race-  of  Aly  Verdy.  Khan  should 
“  be  deprived  of  a  dominion  that,  had  cost  so  much  toil  in 
“  acquiring,  it  was  for  a  time  consigned  to  tile  hands  of  two 
"  young  men,  Seraje  ad  Dowlah,  and  Shokut  Jung ;  both 
“  equally  vain,  cruel,  and  incapable  of  government ;  and  who, 
by  their  flagitious  conduct,  shortly  caused  the  flames  of 
“  destruction  to  burst  forth  from  the  edifice  erected  by  their 
“  progenitor.” 

tVhen  Shokut  Jung  was  informed  of  the  advance  of 
■Seraje  ad  Dowlah,  he  ordered  his  officers  to  fix  on  a  proper 
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It  may  be  necessary  to  premise,  that  the  following  Documents  arc  copied 
verbatim  from  the  ancient  Records;  and  that  the  Translations  were  made  by 
Armenians,  or  other  Foreigners,  as  none  of  the  Company's  Servants  at  that 
time  understood  Persian. 

It  appears  extraordinary,  that  as  the  East-India  Company  were  then  sup¬ 
plied  with  WitiTF.ns  from  Chiust’s-Church  Hospital,  they  did  not  select 
a  few  of  them  to  learn  the  Oriental  Languages.  It  would  have  saved  much 
money,  and  prevented  many  quarrels. 


Appendix,  No.  I.  (referred  to  in  p.  241.) 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  IFi/tiam  Mctkwotd,  &t:.  dated  Surat, 
21  st  February,  1633,  to  the  Company. 

THR  2d  present,  we  received  lrom  Agra  the  King’s  Firmand,  which  gives  liberty  of  trade 
Piply;  which  Firmand  was  sent  unions  by  a  servant  of  our  own,  which  was  dispeeded 
5  INo.uSC,.] 

[JN.E.  The  Firman  not  being  procurable,  Mr.  Bruce  obligingly  favoured  me  with  the  above 
The  reference  at  the  bottom  of  page  244.  should  have  been  February  1633-4.] 
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